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Most recently used (MRUse)

Introduction

MRU stands for Most-recently-Used.

For the probable reason that Microsoft decided to limit the number
of MRU to those that could be selected by a single character digit,
you will see a list of not more than nine files at the foot of your File
menu in Word97 (and Excel, PowerPoint etc).

This is not enough.
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Enter the MRU-Handler

| do not touch Word’s MRU business, so your MRU list at the foot
of the File menu should continue to operate as you use the regular
File menu command.

If you decide to take advantage of the MRUOPENER, you will see
your familiar FILEOPEN dialogue box but as a bonus:

v" Twill save each file you open, save or close, with a date/time stamp in a special file,

so that you have a complete audit of every time you’ve used a document
v 1 will create a toolbar called MRU and on it a drop-down list built from that data.
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Whoop-de-doo! You are no longer limited to the nine most-recently
used files.

An hour from now you’ll think it would be a good idea to organize
the drop-down list.

Feel free to make suggestions.

The Tool Bar

:'l,Greaves'l,F'ru:uducts'l,EElElEiElSElS.|:||:u:

a1 Ereaves 1 Admint 200842003 _02, xls
G Greaves)sdmint 2004, ac200407 06, doc
G Greaves)sdmint ThunderBird) Sigsi Alkernate . bxk

The toolbar contains three command buttons and a drop-down list.

Question mark

Most of my applications sport this. It provides a read out of the
name and save date/time of the application. Please use this to
check what version you are running before emailing me with a
question!
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The Drop-down List

MRUse ]
(s !Ei:'l,Dateactivity.ch |: *

B Dateactivity . doc -
B:1Inkter,doc j
B:\Interz.doc

CDocuments and SettingshChrisLapplication DakalGreavestIndsr IndxrRules0l ., doc
CADocuments and SettingstChrisLApplication Dakal GreavesiwbWwed, Ind:rRules0l . doc
Z:\Program Files\MicrosoftoFFice 20004 OFFice \WINWORD . EXE

C:AProgram Files\POP3 Scan Mailbos SCANMAIL EXE

D:ABATLapYWORDZ000, BAT

Oy CamTasiakey bxt

[ Images) Bitmapsidaily . brop

F:\ESBES011.dot

F:\ESBESD12.dot

FESBES01 3, dot

F:\ESBEScientific,doc

F:1SaurceFilesiBaseEM, doc

F:lSourceFilesiBaseE T, Do

F:\SourceFiles\BaseFM.doc

F:lSourceFilesiBaseFT. doc

Filsourcefiles)\DataBase00s, doc

F:\SourceFiles\Database00s. doc

F:lSourceFilesiDatabase00?, doc

F:\Specifications003, doc

F:1Specifications004, doc

F:hSpecifications005, doc

a@iEreavesAdmint 2004, ac20040706. doc

@ GEreaves admin 2003 2008_02, xls

@Greaves) admint 2003 MinFinance, doc

@i Greavesadmint 20084 MonkrealDeli. doc

@1 GEreaves) sdminGoodsham, doc

@iareavesiadmin|PRINTEHOPY s ThisYou, doc

@ GEreaves) Bdmint Rebuild ToalsOptions, doc

@ Greaves) sdmint Rebuild) TripleInstall 10, doc

a@iEreavesadmint Templates\Mormal DOT

@ GEreaves)sdmint ThunderBird) Sigsh Alkernate, bxk

@ GreavesiNormalds?, DoT

@i Greaves|PofBackOfEnvelope . doc

@ GEreaves|Producks 20080303, doc
@i\areavesIProducks\DEYELProje' wWhatFad, Do

The drop down list is built anew each time you open Word. MRUse
obtains data from the stored data file for Word, and from Word and
Excel's own File menu MRU lists if required to do so.

The data is sorted in Drive then path then file sequence

In the example above, you can see that I've been working on this
User Guide and some Excel workbooks.
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The Stored

Data File

B MRuse MRy Notepad RI=TE
File Edit Format Yiew Help
130 a
False 12:00:00 AM 12:00:00 AM 0 0 0 False =
True 3/3/2008 B:12:40 4am 3/3/2008 B:12:42 am 34304 .doc Dateactivity B
o] 14 False
True 3/3/2008 9:21:40 am 3/3/2008 9:21:54 am 26624 .doc Inter E:i™ 0
0 False
True 3/3/2008 9:22:57 AaM 3/3/2008 9:51:19 Aam 28160 .doc Inter? B:i 0
0 False
True 272872008 12:11:26 PM 3/3/2008 35328 .doc Indxrrulesol CiNwDocuments
and settingshchrisLhapplication DatarGreaveshIndxr®, 277 318 False
True 272872008 12:11:15 PM 3/3/2008 35328 .doc Indxrrulesol CisDocuments
and settingshChrisLhapplication Data“Greaves“whwrd, 277 318 False
True 3/18/1999 12:38:10 AM 3/3/2008 9:53:32 4aM 8795260 .ExE WINWORD C:%Program
Files'Microsoftofficezooohofticey, o] o] False
True 77191998 11:02:44 Am 3/3/2008 9:53:32 AaM 426496 LEXE SCANMATL
C:hProgram FileshPoP3 scan MadThoxh, o] o] False
False 272772008 9:36:41 PM 3/3/2008 9:53:32 4aM 595 . BAT WORDZ000
D:NBATLap™, o] o] False
False 272772008 9:26:02 PM 3/3/2008 9:53:32 4aM 29 LERT CamTasiakey D
o} o} False
False 1232008 1:23:34 PM 3/3/2008 9:53:32 4aM 1274454 . bmp daily
D:hnImageshBitmaps®, o] o] False
True 272872008 4:33:18 FM 2/28/2008 125440 . dot ESBES011 Fi'y Q
0 False
True 272872008 5:53:16 PM 2/28/2008 116224 . dot ESBES012 Fi*y 0
0 False
True 272872008 6:00:04 PM 2/28/2008 115712 .dot ESBES013 Eafy Q

This file is merely a stored array written from VBA. The array has a
structure (file name, date saved etc.), and you’ll be able to see
some of the details using Notepad.

However, I'd advise you against editing it at all.

Use the Trash Can tool to delete it and start anew.

The Developers Toolkit etc.

What else?

No, you can’t have the source code (unless you're willing to pay
me for it).

Yes, it does make use of my Utils.dot library of utility functions; it's
how | build all my applications.

You should find a WhatFAQ.doc file in the installation package, my
mechanism for keeping track of things I'd like to fix when | get
time.

Tips and Tricks

www.ChrisGreaves.com
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When you load Word, MRUse performs its housework. This
includes sorting and filtering the data file from disk and rebuilding
a neat list box on the toolbar.
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Turn off the Activation switch before starting any batch processing
of files. There’s not much point in processing 8,000 documents in
an automated manner and expecting to be able to use the
resulting MRU list! Besides which, MRUse’s interruptions would
only slow the batch process to a crawl. Better would be to log your
file names to a text file, and use the MRUse import process.
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More Good Reasons For Using MRUse

Word Crashes

It happens, doesn’t it? “Word has experienced an error ...."”. In
these events, Microsoft Word does not update its MRU list in the
registry; Word has, after all, crashed.

MRUse however updates its small data file each time you open,
save and close your document..

Reload Word, and your files are all there, remembered from your
last session. Check your File menu; your newer file usage is NOT
there.

Score another one for MRUse!

MRLUse
[ EC:'l,.ﬁ.ppl'l,InstaIIed'l,AdF\ware'l,aaw200?.exe !t

— @Greaves\Clients) T TorontoDallar JovsCard_Scani0o0l. PG ;I
ahareavesiClients T TorontoDollar,Sign - Community Counts -M23.jpg
aihareavesiClients T TorontoDollar, TodollarLogo. jpg
@ \Greaves|Clientsi T TorontaDollar TOdollarLogo_weh, JPG
GihEreaves i Mormaldse, DoT
aihEreaves\Pof BackofEnyvelope, doc
GriEreaves|Produckst DENVELLibrariest AppCommiMaster  DioiC
&\ Greaves\Products\DEYEL\Projel\Proje_Problem_014,IPG
Gihareaves|Producks DEVELProjelProje_Problem_015, JPG
ahEreaves|Producks DEVELProjelProje_Problem_017,JPG
@\ Greaves\Producks\DEYEL\Proje\Proje_Problem_01&.JPG
ahEreaves|Producks) DEVEL | Projel What F A, Do
GihEreaves\Producks DEVELWhrdd Chris Greaves Meta Tag Suggestions. doc
GriGreaves|Producksi DEVEL WhrdiWhatFad, doc
@\ Greaves\Products) LISER Bl whatFaq. doc

E e R A I L L L T P e

MRUse is a powerful tool that runs under Word 2000 or later and speeds up your
access to your Most Recently Used files.

We ask that you notify us with any suggestions you have for improvements to MRUse.

Features
Microsoft
Feat MR
eature Word Use
Automatic removal of non- No If a file ceases to exists, there’s not much point in
existent entries having it in the list.

If you haven’t used a file in, say, 15 days, you are not

Automati 1 of stal . . L.
utomatic removat ot 1€ Ino likely to use it again in the near future. You define

entries "stale" by setting your number of days!
Automatically update No Cause File, open and Insert, Pictures, File to jump to
Documents and Pictures your project folder. It makes sense!
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paths

Unlimited. It makes no sense to default to less than the
Default Limit of files 4 maximum, especially when the maximum is not

enough.
includeall other pes o e U Verven as you inillgent project acess
(JPG, EXE etc) o y gent proj
Include Excel workbooks [No Open that Budget spreadsheet from within Word.
Include PpwerPomt No Work on that Budget presentation from within Word.
presentations

o Unlimited. Juggle as many documents as you like.
Limit of files ? MRUse will remember them all, not just the latest nine.
Online and FREE No Contact Me!
telephone support -
| :
Remember and select last- Clever! Takes you to the spot in your document where
. . No you left off, without using bookmarks. How does it do

used selection point

that?

Why I like MRUse

I set the limit to the number of files in the MRUse drop-down list. Goodbye nine!

In the middle of editing a word processing document, I realize that I need figures
or a chart from my budget workbook. I click the name of the workbook from the
MRUse drop-down list in Word and I am launched into Excel.

I need to continue editing a document where I left off last week. MRUse opens the
document and selects the selection I was working on last week.

I use File, Open to open another file, and Word has been told where I am working;
I find myself right there in the current project folder. No need to browse folders!

Woo-eee!

What this application does for you

This application speeds up your access to your most recently used files.

The Microsoft Word MRU list is restricted to a maximum of nine files at the foot of

your File menu.

MRUse provides with you with an unlimited number of entries, and lets you

www.ChrisGreaves.com
DocNum: 12756

customize the list by sorting it into an appropriate sequence.

As a bonus, we place your most recently used folders in the My Places list in your
File Open dialogue box.
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One-click use

After installing the application template MRUse.dot, load Word and click on any
file in the drop-down list box.

Reporting suggestions

Please use the Contact details from the web site www.chrisgreaves.com.
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